
Public libraries in 
the Netherlands (2023)

Reference: www.bibliotheeknetwerk.nl/bibliotheekstatistiek

Contract:
Fixed-term

STAFF

VISITORS AND MEMBERS

Percentage 2023 Development: 2023 compared to 2022..% ..%

PHYSICAL COLLECTION DIGITAL COLLECTION

26,265
Volunteers

7,907
Employees

133
Library organisations

1,261
Locations

€26.77
Municipal subsidy 

per resident

books

loans loans

158.3 thousand
Education and 
development

e-books

5.5 million  +3%

  loans

audiobooks

loans

113.3 thousand
Promotion of 

reading

ACTIVITIES

7 in every 10 children

1 in every 10 adults

in the Netherlands

visits

online Library accounts

public library members

+50%

13.2 thousand
Meeting and debate

33.5 thousand
Knowledge and 

information

87.3 thousand
Arts and culture

405.6 thousand
activities organised

57.1 million +13%

608 thousand +16%

3.6 million +5%

22.2 million -2%

53.6 million +2%

652 thousand -24%

audiovisual items

796 thousand -20%

41.6 thousand +5% 10.6 thousand +4%

2.3 million +10%

69%

Short-term

31%

+5%+5%

+32%+59%

+47%+23% +23%




